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New Zealand Prime Minister visits U.N. Ecafe 

Mr. Walter Nash, Prime Minister of New Zealand, on his recent 
visit to Bangkok called at the office of the Economic Commission for Asia 
and the Far East. Mr. Nash was particularly interested in the ECAFE 
Library with its large collection on Asian economics. 
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This picture shows Mr. Nash looking over the shelves accompanied 
by the ECAFE Librarian, Miss Kathleen Badger,who is among the Australian 
citizens working for the United Nations. (Courtesy of UN Photo, Bangkok.) 
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Librarian 


Techniques Adopted for Efficient 


Library Service 


M. L. SINGHVI, 
Librarian, 
Rajasthan College of Agriculture, Udaipur. 


“The real object of education is to give individual resources that 
will endure as long as life endures; habits that time will ameliorate, not 
destroy; occupation that will render sickness tolerable, solitude pleasant, age 
venerable, life more dignified and useful and death less terrible’, Thus, 
Education has many tasks. It has to develop those qualities of head and 
heart that is to vouch the proper functioning of democracy. 


That again presupposes ‘Creative thinking’ as also the expression of 
the latent abilities through perpetual unfoldment of individul’s presonality 
in order to enable him to live in harmoney with the world. 


To achieve these standards of excellence, every individual requires 
closer contact with the Library, ‘‘Key to the knowledge of the World’ as 
stated by Pandit Nehru. Experience has established that no other Social 
institution can claim to serve every segment of the population irrespective of 
cast, creed or sex. It is wholly satisfying to all and sundry. 


Of late, there has been an increasing awareness among the people to 
the multifarious benefits provided by the Libraries. With the increasing 
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Library consciousness on the part of the Readers, the duties of a Librarian 
are becoming immensly heavy. That has led him to adopt several 
improvements in providing ‘‘the best reading for the largest number at the 
least cost’ by putting the right book in the right hand at the moment”. 


In order to cater to the aforesaid purpose, the following techniques 
have been adopted for the efficient working of Libraries, 


OPEN- ACCESS SYSTEM 


The introduction of this system enables the readers to have a free 
browse among the books they would do in their own private library. They 
are permitted to go to the shelves without any check and as a result helps 
readers from wasting their time unnecessarily. 


This may result in additional damage to books or their loss. But 
looking to the innumerable advantages it provides, snch loss or damage is 
negligible, It helps the readers to find books without waiting at the counter 
and wading through the cumbrous catalogues for a considerable time. While 
browsing they also come across books of which they had the least idea and 
atonce jump to pay ‘Oh! this is the book, which I wanted”. This way we 
see that it involves self effort to serve the purpcse vf self-education cieates 
feeling of responsibility and self confidence and provides atmosphero to arouse 
moral trait of honesty among readers. 


Above all, there is the fundamental law of Nature, which states 
that the transformation of an energy to an easily available state cannot take 
place without some dissipation or loss. This is also applicable here. The 
thought energy of mankind remains locked up in books in a potential state. 
When the readers engross themselves with this sort of thought energy, a 
transformation takes place, Tne potential state of thought energy turns 
into kinetic state and stimulates readers mind into a helpful activity. So 
the dissipation or loss of the materials involved is inevitable. Hence, must 
be tolerated. 


CLASSIFIED ARRANGEMENT 


The system of free access to the shelves makes the Librarian’s 
primary task to arrange the books on the shelves in a helpful order. To save 
the time of readers the best arrangement of books on the shelves is to bring 
together books on correlated subjects. This facilitates the task of readers 
to find books on a particular subject and also allied to it. 


Such an arrangement of specific, subjects, the helpful arrangement 
of books in a subject among themselves and the determination of the specific 
subject itself is called ‘Library Classification’. 
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The Readers not at all concerned with the technique of the 
classification, complain about their being confused by such arrangement, 
‘Library Minded’ people, however, have no ground of complaint. No sooner 
a reader becomes habitual browser of books and forms the ‘Library Habit’ 
than the working knowledge of the system whatsoever adopted, as well as 
its importance, becomes very obvious to him. 


CATALOGUING 


It is easier to classify the world of knowledge in theory but very 
difficult to do so in practice. The reason for this is that the different subjects 
cannot be demarcated by creating water tight compartments. They are 
often overlapping. A book on diseases may deal in general diseases, or 
diseases pertaining to Plants, Crops, Animals, Human beings or any 
combination of these, which may be in numerous ways. Classification cannot 
give the Class Number for different possible combinations. Therefore, this is 
made possible with the help of Cotalogue which is nothing but a list of all 
types of subjects recorded in the books and Periodicals available in a 
Library, prepared with some definite plan and arranged like an index to 
a book, 


To satisfy all kinds of approaches which a reader may resort to find 
His Book, the Catalogue must have two parts, one Alphabetical and the 
other Classified. The former incorporates entries under the names such 
as author, series or collaborator a or book’s subject. All these names 
are written in a natural language, i.e. a language used bya library in its 
working and are arranged in an alphabetical order. Hence it is called the 
Alphabetical Part. 


But by limiting the approach only to this part, does not make a 


Catalogue exhaustive one. Very few readers are able to express their actual 
want, eitner they express broader and norrower subject. Therefore to help 


them °n finding books even in such a state of mind, a Catalogue spreads 
before them a full connected panorama of all the material on the specific 
subject along with all its sub-divisions and also broader divisions of which it 
(the specific subject) is itself a sub division. This is achieved by the part 
called the Classified Part. It incorporates entries which begin with class 
numbers, #.¢. the names of the specific subjects expressed in an artificial 
classificatory language of ordinary numbers, different from the language as 
used in the Alphapetical Part. However wide of the mark the Rcaders 
approach may be, they will always enter through the Alphabetical Part 
because of the language used in it is no other than their medium of 
instruction, There they will get either definite answer or some instructions 
to reach it, with the help of another #.e. Classifizd Part. 
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ISSUE AND DEPOSIT OF BOOKS 


Any method that ensures rapidity of issue from the reader’s point 
of view should always be preferred as a little delay in supply irritates the 
readers and creates a sort of dislike for the Library. 


The ‘Ticket Method’ used for issuing the books eliminates most of 
the entries required in other systems, thus to have more rapid process of 
issuing and depositing the books. 


The modern concept of a Library is to make purposeful integration 
of a book and a reader at the mental level, In the same way this system is 
symbolic to that at the meterial level. The card as shown in Figure No. 1 is 
made to represent a book while the Ticket in figure No.2 represents a reader. 


























BOOK CARD READE’RS TCKET 
Entries as regarding Entries regarding Reader’s Member- 
ship No., designation or address etc. 
Book's nana 
Cl. No., ACC. No. etc. Pocket to hold the Book Card. 
No. 1 No. 2 


While issuing a book, both are coupled together and kept in a 
Library. At the time of deposit they are separated to have their original 
positions; the book card with the book and the ticket with the reader. In 
this way we see that much time of the Readers and the Library staff is 
saved with the help of this simple process. 


MECHANICAL MEANS 


With the advancement of Science, man is prone to replace more and 
more of his Physical Power by Machine Power. The field of Library service 
is not an exception to this phenomenen. Several ‘Mechanical Means’ have 
been adopted to make library service more efficient as also to lesson the 
human labour involved. It would be wearisome to enumerate the long list 
of such means. However, a few may be outlined here. 


GADGET SYSTEMS: To Cope with the ‘Organic Growth’ of 
libraries, several types of gadgets are used for the swift movement of books 
from the shelves to readers and vice-versa. 


RUBBER STAMP TIME-PIECE: While waiting at the counter 
for a book, the reader remains in a state of idleness and boredom. That 
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makes him to feel the passing of time many times more than the actual time 
spent. To overcome such Paychological adverse feeling, the use of ‘Rubber 
stamp Time Piece’ is taken. The requisition for a book is stamped by 1't to 
let the reader know in the end the actual time that passes in getting the 
book. 

TV USED FOR LENDING OF BOOKS: When readers sitting in 
branch libraries want to study a book without getting it issued from the 
central library, they can do so by closed-circuit television. The requested 
book is placed under the lens of a focused TV camera at central library and 
the picture appears on a screen at the branch library. The reader can turn 
the pages by operating a remote control page turning machine, 


Of course, our country will take time to materialise such means so 

far adopted in the Western countries. 
REFERENCE SERVICE 

All that has been mentioned above refers to the techniques used 
and mechanical processes employed to help reader to find book of their own 
choice in no time, But devoid of the vitalising human touch they prove 
insignificant and ineffective. There must be some technique to impress 
upon readers about the utility of all these techniques and the method of 
using them. That is achieved by the ‘Reference Service’. 


It is capable of establishing a personal contact between the right 
reader and the right book at the rignt moment. This makes imperative to 
have trained Librarians who are widely acquainted with techniques employed 
for tracing out every type of information sought and available in a library 
in order to render efficient reference service and act as best guide to readeis 
in search of their material. A Reference-Librarian is expected to be a first- 
tate Judge of books and master of their definite use. In addition to these 
qualities he must be well versed in the method of study and research. Then 
only a Research Scholar will be able to channelise all his energy to the 
‘Research Aspect’ of his thesis leaving the ‘Search Aspect’ in the hands of 
a Reference-Librarian. 

FOR ABNORMALS 

So for the techniques discussed are benificial to those who do not 
normally lack in any respect. But other than these such as blind, illiterates, 
neo-literates, Patients, localised groupes such as prisoners seamen etc. should 
not be noglected. A welfare State cannot afford to do so. Therefore the 
use of braille script, kindered materials, Audio-visual-aids, projecting 
machines, radio, films, group discussion, exhibitions etc , helps them to learn 
three R’S needed to develop an integrated personality and make them feel as 
part and parcel of the Nation, 
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Library Service in Schools and 


Development of Reading Habits 


M. M. L. TANDON, 
Director, 


Delhi Public Library, Delhi. 


The need 


The child in the School is embarking upon life. He is trying to 
have a grasp of surroundings,thus engaged in a twofold process to learn about 
this world into which he has arrived and about himself and his relationship 
with this world, and to develop the means of learning, that is to say his 
powers of absorbing and co-ordinating facts and ideas. The teacher no doubt 
does his best to help the child to succeed in this process of learning but 
books are I believe essential tools in the child the right kind of contact and 
relationship with books is needed at all stages. The child wants to know 
more about everything he perceives through his senses. The mother, the 
father and the teacher help him but it is much easier if he is encouraged to 
help himself through books which should be easily availiable to him. Books 
provide a vast field of interest both for recreation and information. And 
library habit formed in the early years stays for rest of life 


The position as at present 


We all are aware of the extremely poor library facilities that we 
have in the majority of our Schools. Inaclass library, we usually find a 
brcken almirah, sometimes not even dusted for days, in the charge of 
a teacher who has reluctantly taken up the duty which he thinks is an extra 
burden, Sometimes a dingy room with ill-assorted furniture is assigned to 
the library. The book-stock has no affinity to the reading interests of the 
students. In many cases even if there is a good stock of books, there is no 
place set apart as a reading room. I know that in some schools, they have 
a library period when the very class room turns into a library. Children who 
were already tired of reading their text book do not want to go in fur more 
reading in the same surroundings where they are being constantly watched. 


Secondly the traditional text book approach has a great deal to do 
with the comparative neglect of the growth of library facilities in the 
schools. The teacher knows that a thorough study of the text books alone 
will have good results in the final exnminations, He, naturally, does not 
encourage the use of books other than those prescribed for the examination 
Here I am reminded of an incident in my library when we received a request 
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‘Genuine Bookman among Books’ 





Mr. M.M.L. Tandon, Director, 
Delhi Public Library, Delhi. 
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Delhi Public Library, Dethi 
(Children Section) 





Sharing dancing is a joyous experience 


Delhi Public Library, Delhi 
(Children Section) 





All children find a common experience in library reading. 
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from a father to cancel the membership of his son. In order to find out the 
reasons which had prompted him to take this action,we approached him only 
to find that the class teacher of the boy had told him that the boy was 
waisting his time on books borrowed from the Delhi Public Library and that 
as a result he might fail in his final examination. It is, therefore, most 
essential that the teachers should realize the need of library services and 
should encourage the students to read as many library books as they ‘can. 


Thirdly the need of employing a trained librarian has not been 
fully realized by the School authorities. It is too much to expect fiom the 
already overworked teachcrs to take interest in the actual running of the 
School Library. They can suggest the purchase of new books, can 
recommend new titles to students and can encourage them to use reference 
books like Encyclopaedias, Year books etc. It is only a trained librarian 
who can look after a really good library in a School. 


Sometimes lack of funds is put forward as an excuse for the absence 
of a library in a School. I cannot believe in it. In schools where all sorts 
of extra curricular activities are encouraged, funds can be found for a good 
library also, 


After briefly outlining the present position let us now consider the 
steps which can be taken to improve the library facilities in our Schools. 
We have also to consider ways and means which can help students to get the 
reading habit Let us, therefore, examine in detail the pre requisites of a 
good library service. 


A good collection of books is the first need. In order to have the 
right kind of reading material, it is always better to have a Book Selection 
Committee comprising of members of teaching staff as well as one or two 
representatives of students. The Librarian, of course, should be the 
Secretary of the Committee. It should be remembered that the School 
library is primarily for the use of students but a good number of books of 
advanced nature should also be included to interest the teachers, It is 
very very necessary that teachers themselves should be more library minded 
in order toset an example before the students. I may be allowed to state 
an unpleasant truth that out of a membership of about 37,000 in the Delhi 
Public Library, we have very few teachers as our members inspite of the fact 
that we had at one time developed a special collection of books on teaching 
methods etc. I will, therefore, once again emphasize the point that teachers 
themselves must begin to read more in order to suggest new titles to their 
students. There is another way where teachers can be helpful, They can 
give assignments to students which require ccnsultation of reference & other 
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books. It will definitely help students to form the libeary habit which will 
last for life. 


Attractive physical surroundings are also very important. The 
library must be housed in a central place in a very attractive room which 
should be tastefully furnished and decorated with flowers, pictures and 
paintings so that students would be naturally drawn to it. The diamensions 
of the room would vary with the size of the school but it should be large 
enough to seat 15 to 20 percent of their enrolment, besides having space 
enough for lending counter, book-shelves and display racks. There should 
bea separate room for co-curricular activities such as story-hour, film 
shows and group discussions. The furniture and the equipment should be of 
the standarp specifications. 


The shelves or almirahs must be open faced so that students can 
select books, browse around and have the feel of books. The fear of loss of 
books has always disuaded library authorities from havirg open access 
system but our experience at the Delhi Public Library shows that there is a 
very negligible loss if proper vigilance is provided. I am proud of the fact 
that children membres of my library have been very honest-more trustworthv 
than our adult members. Trust begets trust and I am sure the school 
libraries will not loose many books if they introduce open access system. 


In order to give students a feeling that the library belongs to them 
we can encourage their active participation. I have already stated that we 
could have their representative on the Book Selection Committee. We may 
allow them to help in the actual running of the library also. They may issue 
books. They mayhelp in the vigilance work. Older students may hlep 
younger students in the selection of books for home reading. 


Last but not less important is the question of the availability of 
necessary finance for setting up an efficient service in a school. In order to 
improve the existing conditions, adequate financial provision on per capita 
basis should be made for library service in every school budget. In America, 
the per capita expenditure per pupil is $1.50 while in U.K. and New Zealand 
it is 6 sh., respectively. For the present at least Rs. 3/- per pupil per annum 
would meet the minimum requirements of School libraries in our country. 


In the end, I must request my teacher friends to forgive me if I 
have stated certain unpleasant truths but I feel it is the duty of us all to 
help in the establishment of good School Libraries, 
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Some Comments on the Indian National 
Bibliography, Experimental Fascicule* 


A J. WELLS, F.L.A. 
General Editor, 
British National Bibliography. 


[ send greetings and good wishes to all friends and colleagues in the 
Indian Library movement and wish you a successful conference. 


When Mr. Smeaton invited me to send a small contribution to your 
conference I was delighted to accept because I am always happy to take an 
opportunity of repaying some of the debt which I and many others in my 
country owe to your country through the writings of your own great librarian 
Dr. Ranganathan. I am sure you all know how much his work has 
influenced thought in Great Britain, particularly in classification and subject 
cataloguing, and it is not news to you that the British National Bibliography 
is constructed on principles formulated by him. A very active group of 
British librarians, the Classification Research Group, has based its activities 
on his work with most encouraging results, and it is clear that we still have 
far-reaching benefits to distill from Dr. Ranganathan’s rich and fertile 
thinkfng. 


Mr. Smeaton has asked me to deal with two matters: First, he asks 
me to give some comments on your own Indian National Bibliography. and 
Second, to describe the method used in the British National Bibliography for 
producing printed cards. 


Iam not sure to what extent I am competent to judge your 
National Bibliogrphy as you undoubtedly have to meet problems very 
different from those which confront us in Great Britain. But there are, of 
course, certain basic problems and it is to these that I shall confine my 
attention. [I shal) not attempt, therefore, to offer any comments on matters 
peculiar to your country, such as, whether it is better to reduce all scripts tu 
a single roman script or whether it is better-to retain the scripts native to 
each language ; whether it is better to produce a series of bibliographies 
limited to a single language or group of languages, or whether it is better to 
make a single-sequence bibliography covering all languages. These are 
questions which I am sure can only be decided with a full knowledge of local 
conditions. Questions of what material shall be included and details of 








*A Paper read at the British Council Library Seminar, Bombay, February, 1958. 
Courtesy of Mr. J. Smeaton, Librarian, The British Council, India 
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organisation have also to be decided against the local background. In the 
British National Bibliography for example, we include: 1. all monographs 
published in Great Britain and Eire, 2. all monographs publised in other 
countries but handled in Great Britain by a sole agent, 3. all monographs 
in English published in non-English speaking countries, PROVIDING in 
al! cases copies of the works are deposited at the British Museum. We do 
not, therefore, attempt to include everything in the English language 
(American publications, for example, are limted to those handled in Great 
Britain through a sole agent) and we do not try to include everything about 
Great Britain in all languages These decisions were taken in the light of 
local conditions and, as will be seen, only partly fulfill the recommendations 
of Unesco. Similarly, we have set up an organisation for compiling, editing 
and publishing our National Bibliography which, I think, might be quite 
unsuitable in your own country. It is true that our system of weekly lists, 
quarterly ard annual cumulative volumes has achieved considerable 
popularity, and it is undoubtedly the right kind of pnblication for Great 
Britain becavse we already have a highly organised library movement to 
make the maximum use of such services. But in your country the 
circumstances are as yet so different that you may find it disirable to begin 
with a less ambitious system of publications. Your organisation will be 
correspondingly simplified in this direction, though in others — in matters, 
for example, of multiple languages you may well have to develop a more 
complex staff-structure. ‘here are, of course, basic problems of organisation 
which both of us will share and in these our experience at the British 
National Bibliography may be helpful. However, 1 do not propose to deal 
with these in this short paper and in any case they are matters for on—the— 
spot observation. We would be delighted to welcome members of the staff 
of the Indian National Bibliography to study our methods, if you thought 
that desirable. " 

I propose to discuss some matters of presentation of the Igdian 
National Bibliography as exemplified in the Experimental Fascicule dated 
1957 which differ from their treatment in the British National Bibliograpby. 
My method will be to compare them with the British National Bibliography 
and to explain why we have chosen our method. 


1, Classified Section- General Lay -out 


It is a truism, but, nevertheless, one which we frequently tend to 
overlook, that the purpose of the Classified Section is to enable a person to 
find titles of books about subjects and that when he consults the Classified 
Section the factor uppermost in his mind is the name of the subject in which 
he is at that time interested. It follows, therefore, that the greatest 
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Prominence in this section must be given to the class numbers and 
particulary to the names of subjects which the class numbers represent. The 
names of authors and titles and other details about actual books must be 
subordinated to them. The pages of the Classified Section should immediately 
present to the eye a subject panorama We have to find a means of throwing 
up the subjects on the pages in reilef There are three ways of doing this, one 
's by the use of specially bold type, anoti er is by position on the page and 
the third is a combination of these two. I think it would be admitted that 
the pages of the Indian National Bibliography do not present this graphic 
panorma of subjects. In fact the most significant item on the page is prob- 
ally the serial number which stands at the top ieft hand position of each 
entry. After this comes the author’s name. These seem to me quite the 
wrong thing to accentuate ir. what is intended to be a subject section. 


As a matter of fact, this lay-out compares very closely with the 
lay-out of the first Annual Volume of the British National Bibliography 
produced in 1950, and which we abandoned the next year for a lay-out more 
expressive of the subjects covered by the entries on the page. It is an 
interesting exercise to compare the 1950 Annual Volume of the British 
National Bibliography with the 195i Annnal Volume. In 1951 we introduced 
running heads in bold type at the top of each page defining the main class, 
run-over headings in smaller bold type at top of each column and detailed 
featuring of every class number. The gain in clarity is enormous. If the 
1951 Volume is compared with the 1956 Annual Volume a further refinem2nt 
will be noticed by which al] matter relating to the description of the books 
themselves (i ¢, all matter except subject lines) is intedted oneem. Thus 
when the eye runs down the left-hard side of the column it meets first the 
lines relating to subjects. This also helps to give prominence to the subject 
matter. It is my opinion that something of the sort, which will bring out 
the subjects displayed on the page, would enhance the value of the Indian 
National Bibliography. 


The entry in the Indian National Bibliography undoubtedly makes 
econornical use of the space availatle on a demy octavo page, but the narrow 
measure which this imposes makes it difficult to use indentation, such as I 
have suggested above, to «dvantage, and if this measure is to be retained, 
the display of subjects whould have to depend entirely on the use of bold 
type. This may not be impossible. 


An important reason why we have chosen a wider measure for the 
entry is because it makes it possible to use this directly as the basis of the 
master from which printed cards are made. If India decided to set up a 
centralised printed card service, it would not be possible to use the entry as 
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it stands in the Indian National Bibliography. However, adjustments can 
be made to the lay-out of entries before making “masters” and perhaps it is 
not, after all, such a serious problem. 


When planning the page of the primary publication-i.e. the monthly 
list—or whatever periodical publication the Experimental Fascicule represents 
—it is essential to have in mind the form of the cumulation—the annual 
volume, for example,—ultimately contemplated. We failed to do this in the 
first year of the British National Bibliography with the results that we had 
many difficulties to overcome when making up the first annual volume from 
the type-metal set for the weekly lists. We never succeeded in overcoming 
them all successfully. In addition, the cost of the annual volume was greater 
than it need have been as we discovered when, the following year, we 
produced the first page of the first weekly list to the same specification as 
the annual volume, Where the same type is to be used for cumulations — 
and this is essential if the cost and Jabour of re-setting is to be saved — it is 
essential that the primary publication should be of the same form and 
general lay-out as the cumulations. This brings benefits both to the printer 
and to the editorial staff and, of course. is reflected in the cost of the work, 
It is, then, the cumulated volume that should be planned first, the primary 
publicatian being based on it. This at least is our experience. 


There is an apparently minor matter about the lay-out of the page 
which may be of more importance than we think. I refer to the folios (the 
page numbering) and the signatures. Jn the Experimental Fascicule both 
are given considerable prominence. As these really have no significance to 
the user of the bibliography, and, indeed, since there are already so many 
signs and characters on the page, may only mislead him, it would seem 
advantageous to make them as inccnspicuous as possible. Folios and 
signatures are only required by the printer and binder. The printer needs 
the folios for the purposes of making up his imposition and the binder needs 
the signatures in order to avoid misplacing sections. But, folios can be the 
smallest of readable characters and placed well into the infer margins and 
signatures can be placed where they are not seen once the book is bound, 

2. Claisified Section —The Individual Entry 7 

Arising out of what I have said about the general lay-out of the 
Classified Section, the individual entries in the experimental Fascicule seem 
to me to give too much emphasis to the author heading and to the serial 
number. It is true that the serial number is the reference factor in the 
index — a matter about which I wish to say more later — but even so I 
think it is misplaced, obscuring both the subject panorama and the author 
heading. 
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THE INDIAN NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 


I stress again that in my opinion prominence should be given to 
the subject line, which in the Experimental Fascicule consists of two class 
numbers placed centrally above the entry. It seems to me confusing to put 
both the alternative class number and the class number by which the entry 
is arranged on the same line. This makes it impossible to “feature” the 
arranging class number, and detailed featuring, in our experience, is of the 
greatest value. The alternative class number could equally well be given in 
sinaller type in a note. 


I cannot see the point of repeating the class number when it is the 
same for every entry. Nothing seems to gained by the repetition. 


It is evident from the alternative Colon class numbers that the 
Dewey Decimal class number is not always coextensive with the subjects of 
the works catalogued, If specific indexing is to be undertaken, some way 
has to be found of making the Decimal Classification numbers coextensive, 
It is a serious delemma and if not resolved it will ultimately destroy the 
effectiveness of the classified catalogue. In this respect, of course, the Colon 
Classfications offer a better basis than the Decimal Classification, but if the 
Decimal Classification is to be used, then the dilemma must be resolved. 
As you are no doubt aware, we have resolved it temporarily in the British 
National Bibliography by adding the digit ‘‘1” in brackets—- [I] — to a 
deficient class number and developed the class by naming the further sub- 
divisions in words. There are a few instances of this in the Experimental 
Fascicule, but, if the subject index to the Indian National Bibliography is to 
work efficiently, I think, more effort will have to be made to obtain coexten- 
sive Class numbers. 


The full Implications of this cannot be seeh in a small sample of 
literature such as the 448 entries in this Experimental Fascicule, but they 
will be felt in a larger sample, when, if measures to overcome the deficien- 
cies of the Decimal Classification have not already been taken, it may be 
too late. 


3. The Alphabetical Index 


I find the Alphabetical Index disappointing. I think it is construc- 
ted with too much attention to economy and not enough to convenience. 
Ranganathan’s Law of Parsimony has been alowed to run amock here! She 
should be stopped before she does any more damage ! 


Of course, for the 448 items listed in the Experimental Fascicule, 


she may have her head and no great harm done, but even if there were only 
ten times this number of items, I think we would find tha index exasparating. 
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But there is a fundamental matter which must be faced even before 
questions of convenience of use, and that is concerned with the way in which 
it is intended to make cumulations of these primary publications. In this 
index all references from book index etries are to serial numbers. Such a 
system of referencing can only be valid for that particular publication. If 
you wish to intercalate entries from eleven other monthly publications to 
form an annual volume, all the entries, both the main entries in the classified 
section and the index entries in the alphabetical section, will have to be 
reset with a brand new set of serial numbers. It would make the production 
of cumulations a forbidding task. It may not be the intention of the Indian 
National Bibliography to produce a cumulated annual volume—though if 
it were not, I think it would be a great disadvantage but if it were, some 
other way of referring from index entry to main entry or of supplylng the 
information at present only given in the main entry must be found. 


The index entries in the British National Bibliography have been 
constructed with two main objectives in view: 1, —to enable the inter- 
calation of type metal both of the main entries and index entries without 
destroying the reference value of the original index symbols and, 2. —to 
provide in one of the index entries sufficient information about each work 
indexed to minimise the number of occasions on which it is necessary to 
refer to the main entry in the classified part. 


The reason for the first objective is obvious and paramount, the 
reason for the second is, basically, to save the time of the reader, and it 
arises from a recognition of the two main functions of the Bibliography : 
The one is to provide lists of books — not already known to the reader — on 
specific subjects; the other is to provide the basic information necessary for 
obtaining a known book (2 e. author, short title, publisher and price). When 
a reader consults the index with a known book in mind, it is almost certain 
that he wishes to corroborate all or any of these facts. Rather than ask 
him to make a further search in another part of the catalogue — the primary 
purpose of which is very different — we prefer to give the information in the 
principal index entry (the entry under the author). All other entries in the 
index are cross—referenced t the author index entry. In this way only 
one index entry, the author incex entry, has to carry the reference number 
to the main entry in the classified section. Administratively we find this a 
great convenience, but we aiso find—and this was our foremost object—that 
the index can be nsed independently of the classified section for all those 
bceok enquiries which do not relate to subjects. 


in the British National Bibliography, the link between the principal 
(author) index entry and the entry in the classified section is secured by 
means of the class number. As this arrangement is preserved through all 
cumulations, it does not matter hcw many new entries are inserted in the 
classified sequence, the relative position of the entries will always hold good. 


I feel that the index of the Indian National Bibliography ought to 
take account of these problems. 
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These are the matters of general lay-out, display and construction 
which strike me as important and | hepe what I have said may help you in 
devising solutions to what I know from experience are not easy problems. 
I have said nothing about the theory of the classified catalogue upon which 
the British National Bibliography is based. To do so would be like taking tea 
to China or snow to the Arctic for the principles that we use, the principles 
of co-extensive class numbers for every subject and detailed featuring in the 
classified part, and chain indexing in the alphabetical part, are products of 
your own country and I am sure I do not need to explain them to an Indian 


audience. 
GNRNMCNGBGNNRNRNNBRANNBEBZNCSSNGESRNIAZ 
Record Houses of 1958 


Reprinted from Mid-May 1958 issue of Architectural Record 
(Vol. 123, No. 6). New York City: F.W. Dodge Corporation. 1958. 23Jp. 
(283 photographs, plans and drawings included 9 in full color). $2.95. 


This annaul house publication, consists of three sections. Architect- 
editor Herbert L. Smith, Jr., A.L.A., presents in the first section his views 
on current tendencies of planning and design necesstiated by the growing 
crowdedness of our cities and the resultant desire for privacy in houses, 
In the second section each of the 20 honored houses is treated individu- 
ally with pictures, plans and drawings—including details of outstanding 
design of electrical and mechanical systems; the third section features the 
newest available products and booklets for planning & building a honse. 


According to architect-editor Smith ‘‘The ideal contemporary house 
must be a quick change artist; but the effort and instablity of hyperflexi— 
bility do have certain drawbacks,” 

Discussing the ‘Court Yard Concept House” Smith states ‘The 
typical reaction to the outcropping of this type of house has been a nod 
to the unity and peace it provides, disdain for the possible bleak blank— 
ness of the outside walls. The obvious answer to that also is flowering : 
color, decoration grills, sculpture, mosaics, ornamental use of materials.” 


“The anti wusterity mood is alsc apparent in many of these 
pavidion houses” declares Smith ‘‘With most walls of glass, the interest 
has centered on the roofs; there are slopes and sheds, arches and domes, 
paraboloids and catenaries .. Engineering advances mechanical develop- 
ments to control (and create) environment, materials developments — all 
are freeing the concept of what a house mnst be” adds the editor. 


The second section of Record Houses of 1958 presents the 20 
finest contem orary architect--designed houses selected by the editors after 
considering several hundred houses for typical client--families from all 
parts of the country. Each of the houses presented was designed by a 
differert architect Most of the 283 photographs, plans and drawings 
graphically illustrating the annual house pubtication are found in this section, 


The round-up of residential building products and products for the 
house as well as a listiug o. available literature for many of the products 
serves as a helpful guide to the future house-builder or house-buyer. 
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Place of Rare Books in a University 
Library 


DR. JAGDISH SARAN SHRAMA, . 
University Librarian, 
Banaras Hindu University. 


Rare, books, which have been defined as ‘the unexpendable parts of 
a Library’s collection’’ are segregated from other books in practically all the 
wellknown University Libraries of the world. They are important‘to a 
University and deserve special care because they can be exhibited for educa- 
tional purposes and principally, because they provide materials for research 
activities. 


The place of rare books in a University Library actually depends 
upon the taste, discrimination and feeling of its teachers (including the 
library staff) as well as upon their intellectual training and erudition, In a 
university where the teachers are mere scholars, the place of rare books will 
be relatively low; in a university where the teachers are man and woman of 
fine feeling, sentiment, and appreciation, as well as scholars, the place of 
rare books will be higher. Nothing that we can say by way of opinion, be 
it expert opinion or mere prejudice, will affect the situation one way or the 
other. As a miliatry post so often reflects the dominant interest of the com- 
manding officer, so the rare book collection of a university library is apt to 
reflect, the interests of its librarian if at all he is empowered to select and 
buy such rare books. 


IMPORTANCE & NATURE OF RARE BOOKS: Emphasizing the neces- 
sity and importance of a rare book collection in a university library 
Dr. Adams, a wellknown rare book specialist once wrote “The universities 
are places where, presumably, men and women are taught greater discrim!— 
nation, how to make distinctions what to regard as evidence, and nd to 
evaluate it in short, how to tell acounterfeit from the real thing . = 
illustrate this dictum a teacher may suggest to a student several editions of 
the same book: a first edition, a first revised edition, the last edition published 
during the author’s life time, the first effort at a critical edition, a popular 
modern edition, and the latest edition. The student studies all these editions 
with a view to make a comparative study of a particular problem which is 
dealt differently in different editions either by the author himself or the 
commentators. The interesting thing about such a comparative study would 
be that a student will have to read all the editions inorder to reach a parti— 
cular decision, This kind of study will certainly add to his knowledge and 
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will make him well-versed in doing research. So without having provided 
a good rare book collection, training in research in a university is almost 
impossible. 


The segregaticn of rare books from the general collection creates 
numerous administrative and organizational problems. First of all, the 
library must deterinine what materials to treat as rare and should institute 
procedures to screen the rare items from the general collection and from 
current acquisitions. But before screening the items a librarian must be 
fully known to those factors which makea book rare. According to the 
“Rare book code” of the University of California those books are considered 
rare which were printed before 1600, have limited edition (300 copies or so), 
autographed by important authors, have esthetic importance, cost more than 
Rs, 250/—, have archival value, are in the form of portfolios of loose plates, 
books, the rare illustrations of which make them subject to mutilation, 
publications of fragile physical make-up, special collections and books with 
significant manuscript or other materials laid or tipped in, 


ACQUISITION, CATALOGUING & CLASSIFICATION : Some university 
libraries have a special appropriation for rare books, but most libraries buy 
them out of other appropriations, if they buy them at all. It is recommen- 
ded by at least one authority that the rare book reom should be an indepen- 
dent uvit within the university library, doing its own ordering and processing, 
in order to insure efficient and safe treatment of books. Since the books 
must be acquisitioned outside the rare book room in most university libraries, 
great care should be taken that they are not marked, stamped or perforated 
in the same manner as other books. 


Cataloguing of rare books requires attention to detail if they are 
to be of maximum use to scholars; in addition to a separate rare book 
catalogue and shelf-list there should be auxiliary indexes of printers, place, 
dates or autographs, etc. depending on the reference needs of a particular 
library. 

ADMINISTRATION : The administration of many special collections as 
units is a problem which can get out of hand if the librarian is not firm with 
benefactors For the most part rare book librarians try to adhere to the 
classification scheme in effect, in the Library as a whole. Authorities agree 
that a rare book curator or librarian should he a person of superior attain- 
ment and varies background. He should have done graduate work ina 
subject field, must have Diploma or Degree in Library Science, and should 
be well-versed in bibliography. He should also have some experience in 
book trade. Since Library to-day is a sure media of research and mass 
education, he must also be able to meet people and promote the interests 
of his library by making its collection, its needs known to the outside world. 
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Some regulations are needed to protect rare books from the public, 
although flexibility in their application is also generally recommended by 
the wiser authorities. Ordinarily it is enough to insist that rare books do 
not circulate out of the library and that no ink be used in taking notes 
from them. 


CONDITIONS AT HOME: Like many well known foreign universities, 
we in India inspite of our rich literary background do not adequately care 
for our rare books, It has been observed that on the dusty shelves of some 
of our University Libraries are dumped rare manuscripts and rare books im 
which are enshrined India’s unique literary achievements. But, these rare 
collections, due to lack of funds and trained personal are of no use as they 
ought to be. If these rare books are properly catalogued, classified, indexed 
and made available to scholars they can contribute substantially towards the 
literary reconstruction work of our nation, It goes without saying that >» 
role of rare book libraries in our literary national life is constructive. They 
are mines from which new literary services of national wealth are constantly 
uncovered. It is on these new sources of our rich literary heritage that the 
social and cultural future of our independent and united India must rest. 
Because of this, the encouragement of rare book libraries is worthy of serious 
study by all our educationists in universities and those who are interested in 
the great future of our country. During the Second Five-Year Plan, we will 
depend more and more on these new literary sources of wealth discovered by 
research scholars in universities to supply the means of maintaining and 
increasing our standard of living—indeed our entire, literary, cultural and 
social life. 


Under the British regime no great encouragement for rare book 
collections in universities and research institutions was given Then we were 
merely passive spectators of events and playthings of others. But, after we 
became an independent nation, many responsibilities, including development 
of research in our universities, have fallen on our shoulders. We have to 
make India, “the pride of our heart great among nations, foremost in the 
out of peace and progress”. Now time has come when each university, 
should have its own fully well equipped rare book room for research workers. 


The Banaras Hindu University Library is one of the moderably 
richer libraries in India so for rare books are concerened It is needless to 
emphasize that its special and donated eollections include some valuable rare 
books and manuscripts which need special care. They ought to be safely 
preserved in an air conditioned room and should be properly classified and 
catalogued inorder to make them available to Research Scholars, within the 
premises of the Library. 
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University Libraries & their Problems 


BIMAL KUMAR DATTA, 
Librarian, 

Visva-Bharati University, 
Santiniketan. 


This article will introduce some of the problems which stand as 
hindrances to the growth and development of the Indian University Libraries, 
Problems by nature will crop vp in every growing organisation and institu- 
tion. Some of the problems are short termed and easy to solve. But the 
problems which will be discussed in this article have their respective conti- 
nuities based on tradition and they require combined careful effort for 
eradication, 


The first and foremost problem is concerened with the acquisition 
and selection of materials. University libraries in India cannot claim that 
either they have a balanced collection or they contain a satisfactory up-to- 
date and exhaustive collection of a particular face of knowledge, High 
sounding total number of books may misguide a casual visitor and it serves 
as an excellent certificate of merit in the reports and library statistics but a 
detailed study of the card index cabinets will show the loopholes, Such gaps 
cannot satisfy a scholar and serve the purpose of an institution which stands 
for the advancement of knowledge and development of further research. 


The author is fully aware of the fact that it is not possible for any 
library to have a complete and up-to-date as well as balanced collection, 
But as a remedy the author thinks also that it is possible to divide the broad 
subjects within the Universities of India so that each can grow fully well on 
a particular subject from all the view points in addition to their respective 
general collections. An outline of such a plan was expounded by the author 
in the pages of the /ndian Librarian Vol. 9, No. 3, This is a vital problem 
which requires careful and collective action and the author draws the atten- 
tion of the University Grants Commission to this. 


Lack of co-operation is the next important point. Co-operation 
based on the principles of mutual understanding and equally of status is 
highly essential for smooth development and to run easily the day to 
day activities of the acquisition, Research and Reference Divisions. Inter- 
exchange of the lists of acquisitions, inter—-university loan, inter-help for 
solving long term reference questions (if needed) and a combined effort to 
solve some of the technical problems should be introduced. To control all 
these activities a central body of representatives should be elected every two 
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years which will be responsible for co-ordinatlon and publication of cumula- 
tive uniou catalogue of the University libiaty collections from time to tine. 


The third point of dissatisfaction is inequality of status and pay 
scales of the different University library staff. Some are of opinion that 
this present inequality is based on the difference of the volume and variety 
of activitiee of the libraries. But the author personally thinks that this is 
a very wrong principle. The basic administrative and technical activities of 
all the University libraries are the same but they may differ in quantity. 
This difference can easily be met with by appointment of mo e technical 
hands. The larger units have more responsibilities as weil as greater scope 
which the smaller units are deprived of. TI suggest that the pay scales should 
be uniform and at par with the university teachers, provided they have the 


requisite experience, technical knowledge and general educational back- 
ground, 


The library schools of India have no special provisions for the 
training of the future staff of the University libraries. The training ds is 
given in our universities is of a very general type not giving due emphasis on 
the different aspects and varied types of work suitable for different types of 
libraries. The University library has a special feature from the view points 
of its achitecture, administration, selection, acquisition, reference work, 
extension and publicity It becomes difficult for the average librarian to fit 
himself in with special types of work with a board general training. Library 
schools attached to the Universities should consider these problems and try 
to modify the syllabus accordingly. 


Regarding book selectlon and acquisiton I like to add one more 
point. The Univer:ity Grants Commission sanctioned considerable amount 
to the Universities for the last few years. The sanction of these grants in 
addition to the regular University provisions undoubtedly helped to enrich 
the libraries. But there is one point which I like to mention here. The 
Commission generally approves the grant in April or May with the instruc- 
tion that the entire amount is to be spent within July or August of the same 
year. Three months is too short a period to select and procure suitable 
beoks particularly when the University remains closed for summer and when 
the book trade is not properly organised and books cannot be directly pur- 
chased from the foreign publishers due to difficulties of foreign exchange. 
Most of the libraries in order to spend the allocated sum within the sanctioned 
period purchase the books as are readily available in the uarket not giving 
due consideration to the prirciples of selection. Jf there were any central 
organisation for the University libraries they could have approached the 
University Grants Commission for necessary modification of the modus 
operendi of sanctioning grants. 


I think an association of the University libraries should be organised 
which will make provision for a platform for disscussing and svlving some 
of the problems as referred to. 
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Chief’s visit to Visva-Bharati Library 
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This picture shows Mr. Walter Nash, Prime Minister of 
New Zealand, taking a look at the newest acquisitions made 
by the U.N. ECAFE LIBRARY. To the right is Miss Kathleen 
Badger, ECAFZ Librarian, who is among the Australian 
citizens working for the United Nations. To the left is 
U Nyum, ESCAFE’s Acting Executive Secretary. 
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Speaking of Libraries 
THE ECAFE LIBRARY 


The function of ECAFE library is primarily to supply the Commiss- 
ion with the materials needed for its work, and secondarily to make its 
facilities available to readers from outside the organization who wish to take 
advantage of the special nature of the collection for their own studies on the 
economic problems of Asian countries, or on the work of United Nations and 
its agencies. 


The users of the Library are mainly members of the Secretariat, 
and it is on the information collected in the Library that their publications 
and reports are based, and that they depend for assistance in giving technical 
advice to Governments. Other users include delegates attenting meetings of 
ECAFE, members of diplomatic missions stationed in Bangkok, of regional 
offices of the specialized agencies and Technical Assistance Board, Thai 
Government officials, faculty members of the three universitles in Bangkok, 
students, journalists, and others. Because Bangkok is so strategically located, 
many teachers and research workers passing through the city take the 
opportunity of using the Library for a few days during their visit. For 
example, within the last few weeks a professor from Indonesia and a research 
fellow from Jugoslavia each made use of its facilities during a short stay. 


The present location in the left wing of Sala Santitham is the fourth 
in the Library’s eleven years history, The nucleus of the collection was 
brought to Bangkok from Shanghai in 1948, where it had been started one 
year earlier, and was established in Paruskawan Palace. In 1955 it was 
moved to Sala Santitham to rooms temporarily on loan from ICAO, and 
moved again to its present location in February 1958, It has never in all 
this time had any stack area, or any specially designed quarters, but has had 
to be accommodated in whatever office space could be found at the time. 


The selection of the Library materials has been largely governed 
by its purpose, which is to serve the needs of the Commission. As the 
Commission is dealing with current problems, trying to improve the economic 
and social conditions of countries in the region and to promote international 
co-operation between the countries of Asia and between Asia and the rest of 
the world, so the books chosen are those containing ideas or information 
which can be used to achieve these aims. The ECAFE Library’s collection 
of books dealing with economic and social questions is considered to be one 
of the best in Asia, containing as it does a fair proportion of standard works 
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of economic theory, and almost all current works on economic development, 
planning, international trade and finance. It is unusual in both its inter- 
national and distinctly Asian character. It would be difficult to find any 
other single collection containing literature, both official and non-official, on 
So many countries of the region. The works on economic and social questions 
make up about 40% of the collection. 


Of the rest, about 30% consists of works on science and technology. 
These include books on all the various branches of engineering and are used 
for the Commission’s work in the fields of transport, water resources (specially 
important now that the Mekong project is under way), mineral resources, 
industrial development, and other technical matters. Another 15% is made 
up of current historical and general works on Asian countries, geographical 
materials, and reference books of all kinds. The collection of up-to-date 
bibliographies on Asian countries is one of the most valuable parts of the 
reference section. The remaining 15% of the Library’s collection consists 
of publications of the United Nations, the specialized agencies, the League 
of Nations, and of books about these organizations. This part of the Library 
is used a good deal by outside readers, particularly teachers and students. 
The mimeographed documents and official records are not housed in the 
Library, already severely overtaxed, but in the Documents Units from which 
they are fetched when necessary. 


The growth of the collection, particularly in the last two years has 
been very rapid. More than half the materials (all these include some of the 
most vital, such as statistics, budgets, plans, economic surveys, etc.) are 
received as gifts or by exchange from Member Governmets, societies and 
institutions. For the rest the Library had to rely on a small budget of $4,000 
a year to pay for periodical subscriptions, books, mas, binding and equip- 
ment, until in 1955 it received a grant of $25,000 to be spent over a period 
of three years, $17,500 on books and $7,500 on binding and equipment, 
This grant was given to improve the Library’s resources and services to assist 
in the economic development programes of Member Governments, and to 
enable it to assist universities and scholars in the advancement of knowledge 
of the Southeast Asian region. With the aid of this grant the Librcry has 
been able to improve its facilities and supplement its resources so that it is 
now a well-balanced collection of books on the region and in the technical 
fields of interest of the Commission, 


The greatest demand is for materials in the English language, as 
this is the only one commonly understood throughout the region, but the 
Library also has a considerable collection of works in Chinese and Japanese, 
in various European languages, particularly French and German, and a. 
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THE ECAFE LIBRARY 


limited number in Thai, Korean, and other Asiatic languages. 


The staff at present consists of six, representing four different 
nationalities. Of these six only the Librarian and chief assistant are trained 
librarians, and one is a messenger and manual worker. 


The Library’s bi-annual rublication, Asian Bibliography, a selected 
list of accessions dealing with Asia and the Far East, is in ever-increasing 
demand, Five hundred copies are now regularly distributed, many through 
Member Goverments to libraries and other institutions in their own countries, 
and others directly in response to special requests. Copies are now going 
to over thirty countries and to every continent, Also, to bring the Library’s 
resources to the attention to a greater number of readers in the Bangkok 
aréa, a weekly list uf all the Library’s new acquisitions, formerly distributed 
only to members of the Secretariat, is now being sent to the three universities 
in Bangkok, as well as to the Foreign Office, to the National Economic 
Council and the Bank of Thailand. 
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AROUND THE LIBRARY WORLD 


News & Informalion 


Madras Library Association 





The annual meeting of the Madras Library Association was addressed 
by Dr.S R. Ranganathan. In the course of his address Dr. Ranganathan 
emphasised the need for reviewing the working of the Public Libraries Act. 
He expressed himself in favour of Madras publishing a State Bibliography. 
Dr. Ranganathan was elected President of the Association for the coming 
year. 


Librarianship Diploma Recognised 


The Government of India have decided that the Chartered Librar- 
ianship diploma from the Library Association of United Kingdom is valid 
qualification for recruitment as librarians, when the prescribed qualification 
is a Library Diploma from an Indian University. 


Poona Course in Librarianship 


\ A Diploma Course in Librarianship, admitting only graduates, has 
been instituted by the Poona University from this year. The duration of 
the course is one academic year and only 30 students are admitted to the 
Course. 


Delhi Public Library 


The Annual Day function of the Delhi Pub'ic Library was held on 
April 19, 1958. Shri G. B. Pant Minister for Home Affairs who presided, 
praised the work of the library and stressed the need for starting more mobile 
centres in rural areas of Delhi. Shri M.M L. Tondon, Director of the Library 
in his report gave an analysis of the work that the library had done during 
the last year. Shei Gopi Nath Aman, Chairman, Delhi Public Library 
Board explained the growth of the library from its inception. 


Libraries Committee 


The University Grants Commission has set up a Libraries Committee 
with Dr. S. R. Ranganathan as Chairman. The other members of the Com- 
mittee are Mr. B.S. Kesavan, Librarian, National Library, Calcutta; 
S. Bashir-ud-din, University Librarian, Muslim University, Aligarh; 
Mr. S. Parthasarathy, Joint Editor, Annals of Library Science, INSDOC, 
New Delhi; and Mr. K. S. Hingwe, University Librarian, Poona University. 


The Madhya Pradesh Library Association 
__ A mecting of the M.P. Library Association was held on July 3, 1958 
at Raj Bhawan, Bhopal. His Excellency Shri H. V. Pataskar, the President 
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of the Association presided. The two Vice-Presidents, Shri Takhat Mal Jain 
and Shri Shankar Dayal Sharma were also present. Madhya Pradesh 
Government was requested to appoint a five members committee including 
two persons having expert knowledge of Library Science. The terms of 
reference for this committee were suggested to be on the following lines : 


i. To investigate into the Library Needs of the State; 
ii. To suggest ways and means for establishing Modern Library 
Services in the Educational Institutions of the State; 
iii. To suggest the complete structure of Public Library Services 
including the Staff required, financial implications etc.,etc. 
iv. To draft a Madhya Pradesh Library Bill for the considera~ 
tion of the Governmet. 


: The second proposal which was carried in the meeting was that the 
State Goverhment shouid give an adequate grant to the Association for its 
activities 
Karnatak Library Conference 

The Fourth All Karnatak Library Conference was held in February 
1958. It was the first of its kind after reorganization of states and delegates 
from all over the Mysore State attended it. 


Shri B. S. Kesavan, Librarian of the National Library, Calcutta 
and President of the All India Library Association presided. 


Shri Vinoba Bhave in a message to the Conference emphasised that 
Librarians are guides to the readers, for without proper guidance libraries 
would m«rely remain store houses of books. 


The second day marked the opening of a book exhibition by the 
Vice-Chancellor of the Karnatak University, Shri D C. Pavate. Books from 
the earlitst time to the present day were among the exhibits. Photographs 
showed library buildings and library services in different countries. 


The Conference resolved that an All Karnatak Libray Association 
be formed incorporating all the Kannada-speaking regions of Mysore State. 
The Conference also took concrete steps in appointing a committee to draft 
the constitution. 

Vikram University Library, Ujjain 

The following students were declared:successful in the Exainination 
of the Diploma Course in Library Science of the University held in May 1958: 

First Division ; 1. Shri Jitendra Verma; 2. Shri Nand Kishore 

Trivedi; 3. Shrimati Kamla Srivastava; 
4. Shri A. G. Ghan; 5. Shri V. K. Maiwal. 


Third Division: 6. Shri Ramesh Prakash; 7. Shri Ameer 
Mohammed Khan, 


Government of India Libraries Association 


The Annual General Body Meeting of the Government of India 
Libraries Association was held on April 5, 1958. Tue Secretary’s report of 
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the last year was adopted and the following office-bearers and the members 
of the Executive Committee were elected for the year 1958—59: 


President: Sardar Sohan Singh. Senior Vice President: Shri S.S. Saith. 

Vice Presidents : Shri J.S. Anand, Sbri P.N. Kaula, Shri N.C. Chakravarty, 
Shri A. N, Krishna Ayyangar. 

Secretary: Shri. B, L. Bhardwaj, ‘ 

Assistant Secretaries : Shri C. L Dhingra, Shri J. S. Kochar. 

Treasurer: Kumari Santosh Dhingra. 

Members: Shri M.K. Jain, Shri K.D.Lowe, Shri S.L.Tandon, Shri P.Dutta. 


Planning Research & Action Institute Library 


The Planning Research and Action Institute Library, Lucknow, 
has extended its services to cover a wide range activities. Apart from 
assisting the research carried on by various sections of the Institute, it also 
feeds the workers in the field in various departments with up-to-dated ideas 
in development in the country and abroad. 


It has also started circulating literary service in nine districts on an 
experimental basis and is at present covering 45 N.E.S. and I. D. blocks and 
22 Training centres in the State of U.P. The audio-visual aid of the 
library covers films, film strips, slides, flannel, graphs, poster, flash cards, 
film books and charts. 


The library at present consists of about 12,000 bceoks in Hindi, Urdu 
and English languages. About 4,000 books are added to the stock annually. 
On an average about 800 books and periodicals are circulated every month 
for home reading ar.d about 1L0 books are issued for reference. 


District Library, Jullundur 


This Library is housed in a rental building at 336—R, Model Town, 
Jullundur. It was established in February, 1957 and opened to the public 
use in August, 1957. 


The total collection of the Library is about 5,000 volumes covering 
general reference bcoks, such as encyclopaedias, yearbooks, directories, 
dictionaries and gazetteers etc Philoscphy and Psychology, Languages, 
Social sciences, Popular Science, Useful and find Arts, Literature, History, 
Travel, Biography and Governmert reports etc. It also maintain a Children 
Section which is very popular and daily visited by 80 to 1C0 children. The 
Librarian is Mr. R.K Goel, MA, DLSc. 


Acquiring Rare Manuscripts 


The Microfilm Unit of the Department, headed by Mr. A_I. Tirmizi, 
Assistant Director ef Archives, has recently salvaged a vast collecticn of 
documents and historical manuscripts in Broach, Ankleshwar and Ahmedabad 
in Bombay State. The unit has micrcfilmed some 16,000 pages of private 
archieves, family papers, documents and manuscripts. They cover a wide 
range of subjects like history, biography, statecraft and throw a fresh light 
on the political and cultural histury of Gujerat 
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The most notable item in this valuable collection is a farman of 
Empress Nur Jahan bearing her seal. It relates to the restoration of grant 
of land to the royal physician, Ruh Allah of Broach (D. 1655 A.D.) Docu- 
ments bearing Nur Jahan’s seal are extremely rare and this indicates the 
power the Empress wielded in the day-to-day administration of Emperor 
Jehangir. 


Mr. Nehru’s ‘Gifts’ to National Museum 


Prime Minister Nehru has recertly donated arich collection of 
documents, manuscripts and letters of important personalities to him to the 
National Museum of India at New Delhi. These include complete manuscript 
of the “Dicovery of India’ which runs into eight volumes containing 1,149 
pages. The manuscript is dated Ahmednagar, April 1944, September, 1955. 


Among the collections are originals of letters of Gandhiji to the 
Prime Minister These include letters which are being published and many 
that are not being published. There are also a number of letters of Pandit 
Moti Lal Nehru to the Prime Minister and other important personalities of 
his time, who played an important role in India’s struggle for independence. 


Unesco Symposium on National Libraries in Europe 


Unesco has announced a Symposium on National Libraries, active 
participation in which will be limited to European countries, to be held at 
the National Library of Austria, in Vienna from September 8 to 27, 1958. 
Hetails of the Symposium are set forth in a document (Unesco/LBA,;Symp.95/1, 
April 29 1958) circulated to Member States, including India. The Symposium 
will be limited to 35 participants, and the following Member States have 
been invited to nominate delegates (either directors or senior staff membets) 
from their national libraries: Austria, Belgium, Byelorussain SSR, Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland. France, Federal Republic of Germany, 
Greece, Hungary, Ita!y, Luxembourg, Monaco, Netherlands. Norway, Poland, 
Rumania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukrainian SSR, United 
Kingdom, USSR. and Yugoslavia. In addition, other Member States are 
invited to send observers, drawn from the director or senior staff members 
of their national libraries. 


The host librarian will be Josef Stummvoll, the National Librarian 
of Austria. The Symposium Director will be Pierre Bourgeoils, National 
Librarian of Switverland. Frank Francis of the British Museum and N.Rupel, 
Director of the National ard Ut: iversity Library, Ljubljana, Yugoslavia, 
will serve as group leaders, English and French will be the working languages. 
The Symposium will be organiscd in three groups to consider (a) the organi- 
zation of national libraries and geneial questions, including functions, 
persennel, finance, buildings, legal deposit, and protection and preservation; 
(b) Bibliograaphical activities of national libraries; and (c) national! libraries 
and interlibrary cooperation. Unesco expects to assist in the publication of 
selected materials resulting from the Symposium and in general to follow up 
on national library development. 


The 77th Annual Conference of the A.L.A. 


The 77th Annual Conference of the American Library Association 
will be held in San Francisco from July 13 to 19, 1958, under the presidency 
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of Lucile M. Morsch, Deputy Chief Assistant Librarian, Library of Congress. 
More than 3,500 librarians and library trustees will participate and the 
conference theme this year will be ‘International Responsibilities of the ALA”. 


Dr. Luther Evans, Director General of Unesco will address the First 
General Session on Monday evening, July 14. Dr. O Meredith Wilson, 
President cf the University of Oregon, will discuss ‘‘Libraries in Education” 
at the Second General Session on Wednesday evening, July 16. Quincy 
Howe, news analyst and historian. will be the speaker at the Third General 
Session on Thursday evening (July 17), when the $15,000 ALA Liberty and 
Justice Book Awards will be announced and presented. 


ALA President Miss Morsch will preside at the First General Session 
and at the Feurth General Session on Friday evening, July 18 when new 
officers will be introduced and First Vice President and President-elect 
Emerson Greenway, Director of the Free Library in Philadelphia, will make 
bis inaugural address, 


Special Litraries Association. New York 


At the Annual Business meeting of the Special Libraries Association, 
held on Wednesday, June 11,at the Hotel Sherman in Chicago, Mrs. Margaret 
H. Fuller, librarian of American Iron and Steel Institute in Mew York City, 
was installed as the 1958—59 President of the Association, 


Special Libraries Association isan international organization of 
professional librrians and information experts who serve industry, business, 
scientific research, educational ard technical institutions, Government, 
newspapers, and many other organizations. Since 19'9 it has promoted the 
collection, puLlication, organization and dissemination of information in 
specialized fields and has stimuleted cooperative projects and exchange of 
know-how between special librarians at.d the organizations they serve. 


Annual Conference 1958 


The Annual Conference of the Library Association will be held in 
Brighton, from the 23rd to 26 September, 1958 by invitation of the Mayor 
and Corporation of Brighton. The conference wiil meet under the presidency 
of Piofessor Raymond Iiwin, M.A., F L.A. 


The Proceedings will be opened by the Mayor of Brighton on 
Tuesday morning, in the Dome, when Professor Irwin will deliver his Presi- 
dential Address. 


The Annual General Meetirg of members will be held in the Dome, 
at 4pm on Wednesday, 24th September. 


An Exhibition of books, equipment and library appliances will be 
arranged in the Corn Exchange and will be opened by the President at 3.30 
p-m on Monday. 


The Annual Lecture will be delivered on Wedne.day evening in the 
Dome, by the Right Hon. Lord Birkett, P.C. 
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British Experience for Oversea Librarians 


The National Library Association of the United Kingdom is sponsor- 
ing a programme of visits to Britian by librarians and librarianship students 
from Commonwealth countries, including India. The purpose of the pro- 
gramme is to provide an opportunity for young oversea librarians to widen 
their professional experience by working in British libraries, and for their 
own libraries to benefit by the experience gained when the participants return 
home. The Library Association also considers that the scheme should result 
in a closer understanding of the relations between the poeples of the Com- 
monwealth. 


When the scheme was first introduced, about a year ago, the 
association planned that its representatives in Commonwelth countries should 
seek suitable candidates and select those most likely to benefit from the 
scheme, which envisaged their spending a full year at a large public library 
in London or an important provincial centre as a member of the staff and 
getting to know in detail at first hand the working and special problems of 
all branches of library work. 


Already applicants have been allocated to most of the vacancies : 
two from India, four from Pakistan, two from New Zealand, and others from 
Nigeria, Canada, and Western Australia. 











Paperbound Books in Print. Spring-Summer 1958. New York: 
R_ R. Bowker Company. 152p $2.00. 


This catalogue of paperbound books is divided into three indexes— 
Subject Index, Author Index and Title Index, It is » co-operative venture, 
with the publishers themselves making their own selections of appropriate 
titles to be distributed to 100,000 college professors. 


The Author Index, which is a full list giving several thousand addi- 
tional titles as well as in the Subject Index, is arranged by anthor’s name. 
It lists the books currently in print or scheduled for publication during 
the coming months, based on material supplied by the various publishers. 


The subjects include: Art, Biography, Economics, Fiction, History, 
Literature, Philosophy, Poetry, Reference, Religion and Science. PAPER- 
BOUND BOOKS IN PRINT brings this information together in one com- 
pact book and shows how wide a field is now covered by books in paper 
binding. In the end of this catalogue a directory of sources for ordering 
paperbacks is given. 
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Indian National Bibliography 


The Bibliography, says an official press release, is an endeavour to 
give a systematic and exhaustive list of all the books published in India, in 
English as well as in the languages recognised by the Constitution. It is 
being published by the Central Reference Library of the Government of 
India, now situated in the National Library, Calcutta. 


. 


The National bibliography is an authoritative bibliographical record 
of current publications in Assamese, Bengali, English, Gujerati, Hindi, 
Kannada, Malayam, Marathi, Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu and 
Urdu received at the National Library. 


The first issue lists the books received in the National Library, 
Calcutta, under the Delivery of Books (Public Libraries) Act, 1954, between 
October and December 1957. 

To begin with. the bibliography will be published quarterly, but 
will ultimately be turned into a monthly publication. 


There are nearly 3,200 entries in the first issue which runs to 290 
pages. Each entry gives full particulars of the publication such as subject, 
author’s name, full title, place of publication. publisher, year of publication, 
number of pages, kind of illustrations, size, nature of binding, price and 
annotations, where necessary. 

The subject classification is according to the Dewey Decimal System, 
and publications in the different languages are shown in a consolidated 
manner under the different subjects To help the libraries following the 
Colon scheme of classification, each entry in the bibliography is also assigned 
the colon numbers. This will enable scholars to know abvuut books not only 
in his language but in all other Indian languages. 


Each issue of the bibliography will consist of two parts, the first 
part dealing with general publications and the second with Government 
publications, including those of quasi-Government bodies. Each part wiil 
have two sections, one giving the subject classification and the other an 
index arranged alphabetically. 


Newspapers and periodicals (except first issues), keys and guides to 
text books and material which is not likely to be of long range importance, 
like trade catalogues, telephone directories, financial statements of statutory 
companies and publicity pamphlets are excluded. 


The entries are in the Roman script with a simple transliteration 
scheme adopted for names in the various languages. 


The first issue of the Indian National Bibliography is priced at 
Rs. 15.50. a.p. 
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GOEL.— News of the sudden death of Mr. Hanuwant Rai Goel, Librarian, 
Language Department, Punjab Government at Patiala on Saturday, July 
19th, came as a profound shock to his colleagues in the library world of 
India, 

As a Librarian, Mr. Goel was an able administrator, equally admired 
and respected for his qualities of mind and taste. He was responsible for 
creating the Library for the Language Department and its organisation on 
the Dewey Decimal Classification System. He took an active and lively 
interest in the affairs of the Punjab State Library Association and was the 
life member of the Indian Library Association. 


Mr. Goel had a quiet charm and a very likeable-personality. He had 
a deep capaciey for friendship. Many of us enjoyed his company and conver- 
sation at the last All India Library Conference held at Calcutta in 1955 and 
fonnd him as a man of tremendous energy and enthusiasm. 


HAYKIN.—We regret to note the death of Mr. David Judson Haykin, 
Specialist in Subject Headings and Classification at the Library of Congress, 
on Sunday, May 4, at the age of 62, following a coronary thrombosis. At 
the time of his death he was working onacode for the establishment and 
application of subject headings to supplement his Subject Headings, a 
Practical Guide published in 1951 


Known to research and public librarians throughout the world for 
his work in the field ef cataloguing, Mr. Haykin was cited by the American 
Library Association last year for ‘nationally distinguished leadership in the 
systematic development of subject cataloguing and classification’ when he 
received, at the ALA’s annual conference in Kansas City on June 25, 1957, 
the Margaret Mann Citation for outstanding professional achievement in 
cataloguing & classification. Large university libraries, small college libraries, 
and public libraries both large and small had placed his name in nomination 
for that award. 


In addition to his professional and associational activities, Mr Haykin 
contributed widely to professional journals including The Indian Librarian. 
His death is a loss to scholarship and to the library profession generally as 
it is to the Library of Congress and to the colleagues to whom he gave his 


warm and genuine friendship. . " 
—S.R Bhatia 
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“At the root of every other triumph of communication, lies the 
book...in a world of ever-shrinking identity and personal choice, a 
book invites you out to shape your own personality in your own world 
...to be one whole man again, your own.” 

—THEODORE WHITE, author of Fire in the Ashes. 


— 


The Origins of the English Library by Raymond Irwin,M.A.,F.L.A , 
London; George Allen and Unwin Ltd., 1958. 255p. 25sh. net. 


Real research work is always welcome. Here is one, though the 
author, in his modesty, says that ‘‘much research in this field is still needed’’. 
He claims that he has done only little digging But this digging, beneath 
the surface, has uncoverd unexpected treasure to which he has applied the 
mind of the historian. He gives new life to unknown facts and sets them 
really “in perspective against the development of our civilisation.” 


We have reviewed many histories of English Library in these 
columns but this historical narration has its own charm. The narration is 
beautifully planned. Unnecessary details have been avoided. The impression 
created on the mind of the reader is lasting. 


The book has two parts. The first is devoted to the early period. 
The author deals with the most primitive of all the forms of recorded com- 
munication and tells us how libraries were, from the earliest times, associated 
with holy places, how religion had its impact on the growth of libraries. He 
gives us a glimpse into the life of the great librarian, Callimachus and that 
of the prophet—Seneca and explains how Greek and Roman libraries deve- 
loped, and how libraries grew in Roman and Saxon Britain. The learned ) 
author, here, leaves the books and the custodians of books and tells us how | 
“in both periods the colonnade or cloister forms a conspicuous feature of their 
architecture and how the “‘dispersal’”’ took place. The “physical handicaps” 
are examined in a separate chapter, followed by one on the problems of mass 
production and Gabriel Nande’s work. 


The Second part takes up the English domestic library — its back- 
ground, the infectious habits, the scholars and essayists in the nineteenth 
century. The author is of the opinion that ‘the first personal working 
library of any substance collected by an English scholar belonged to the 
statesman and martyr, Sir Thomas More”. Though Spenser was a scholar, ] 
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he was not an exact scholar, he says. Coupér’s own library was shadowy and 
unsubstantial, Nota great deal is known of Dr. Johnson’s library but “it 


must be ranked as one of thr great libraries of this country”, he says. 


Many such interesting facts are given in this book which is gripping 
throughout. 


Social Functions of Libraries: by Landheer; New York, The 
Scarecrow Press, Inc, 1957. 287p. $6.00 


The author examines, in this book, the social functions of libraries 
in the context of various culture-patterns and the role of libraries in highly 
developed and less developed areas. The first part—analytical—deals with 
devotional and cultural reading, achievement and compensatory reading, the 
library in relation to the function of reading, the function of writing and 
the writer. The second part—Sociological—is devoted to the part played 
by the library in different culture stages and asa social institution, the 
function of books and libraries in contemporary culture-patterns and the 
social force helping in reading and perscnality development. The last chapter 
analyses the “‘probable future functions of writing. reading and libraries’’ in 
the light of the discussion held earlier. 


The author rightly attaches great significance to the ‘fascinating 
aspect of creative writing and of creative art” and the relationship between 
the creative writer and the reader. But he dosn’t lose sight of the fact that 
“it is the uniqueness of the individual mind which furnishes the motive for 
writing as well as reading.’”’ He holds the view—and we welcome it—that 
“the function of the library is not the spreading of knowledge, but the 
development of human personality.” That answers the question ‘‘Reading 
for what?” 


Earlier, the author compares “‘patterns of interrelationship between 
social change and reading’’ which are reflected in American society and 
which can be applied to other sccieties He tells us about the risks of writing 
and of reading in early periods and the conflicts and dissatisfactions which 
got expression in the writings. He explains why newspaper—and magazine 
reading—became the dominant form of reading and satisfied emotions Still 
the belief was held that ‘‘the library is not onlv this or only that, but it is 
itself a living institution, made by people and for the service of people ” 
It requires originality and initiative and it is not subject to definite forms 


and definite goals, he says. 


The author breaks altogether new ground in the book which is 
highly readable and interesting. 
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Land of Libreries : Story of a Study tour of the U.S. A., by 
K.S. Deshpande, M.A., Dip. Lib. Sc., Librarian, Karnatak University, 
Dharwar; with a Foreword by Wrangler D. C. Pavate, M.A. (Cantab), Vice- 
Chancellor,Karnatak University. Hubli: The Gurudeva Literary Association. 
1958. 84p. Rs. 2.00. 


The author is a member of the eleven-man team of librarians who 
toured the United States—gives the reader a graphic account of the country 
and the libraries he visited. The tour was sponsored under the India— 
U.S.A. Wheat Loan Educational Exchange Programme, Mr Deshpande 
tells us how he went through the Orientation Programme, how he worked at 
the Library of the University of Colorade, at Boulder for three months and 
met all the topnotch men in the Profession at the mid-winter session of the 
American Library Association Conference and what he saw during his visit 
to over a dozen American cities and over a score or so of important libraries. 
The account given by him is exhilerating and inspiring. Hardworking and 
hospitable people of the United States have been rightly praised and the 
author has very rightly described America as a land of libraries. For an 
average American, he says, the library is an essential amenity and he contri- 
butes liberally towards its maintenance and development. 


Mr. Deshpande gives a description of the University Library and 
Library Cooperation in the U.S.A. and makes a comparison with the condi- 
tions prevailing in India. He is critical of the Library Movement in this 
country and we appreciate his point of view. He sees hope in the Second 
Five-Year Plan and thinks that “India too will soon be a land of libraries.” 


The book carries a note on the European tour at the end. 


We congratulate the author on his well-written story of American 
libraries. 


The Central Sales Tax Act, 1956: by Mr. R.V. Patel, B.Com.,LL.B., 
Advocate, High Court, Bombay, Bombay: N.M. Tripathi Private Ltd., 1957. 
388p. Rs. 12.00, 


The Sales Tax problems still confront the business community. 
Elucidation is sought from different commentaries on the Act. The changing 
policies of the Centre and the States and different interpretations put on the 
different sections of the Act complicate matters. Such books like the one 
under review, give a great relief to the tax-payer and makes the law clear 
to him. 

Mr. Patel has put in hard labour to clarify the ambiguities in the 
law and quoted judgments from a number of High Courts and the Supreme 
Court to support his interpretations. The Sales Tax practitioners and dealers 
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will find as Mr. K. C. Sen, President of the Sales Tax Tribunal, says, “his 
carefully classified notes...very helpful.” 

The intrcduction gives the reader the historical background since 
1938—when the Sales Tax was first introduced in Madhya Pradesh in the 
form of ‘‘Petrol Tax’’. He tells us how businessmen (except those of the 
State of Jammu and Kashmir) have to get themselves registered compulsorily. 
The procedure and the rates of tax to be paid by every dealer selling goods in 
the course of inter-state trade or commerce are explained. The “special 
treatment’’ concept is analysed and the Act’s scope examined. The Act, as 
the author says, is the Union Act but the entire administration is assigned 
to the States who are given powers to reduce the tax on certain commodities. 
The “‘offences’”’ and ‘“‘punishment”’ rcceive the author’s due attention. 


Fach Section carries an elaborate commentary, illustrations, notifica- 
tions, and extracts from Judgments of different High Courts. The attempt 
of the author is to give every interpretation available. The appendices in 
Part II are very exhaustive. The rules of interpretation on taxing statutes, 
the Central legislations on Sales Tax the Cantral Sales Tax of 1956 and the 
rules made by the Centre and the States under the Act are incorporated. 
Rules, pyblished by the States, according to the author, are more or less of 
the same pattern and for tnis reason the Bombay $tate Rules have been 
taken as a model for discussion. 

We strongly commend this book to lawyers, law students and 
traders. 


Handsaws and Sawing, by A. W. Lewis, Loughborough Training 
College. Yorkshire : Educational Productions Ltd. 1958. 33p. 2s. 6d net. 


This is the story of handsaws and sawing. The author explain to 
us how a saw cuts, how different saws are used—the Rip, the panel, the 
Tenon, the Dovetail, the Coping and Bowing, the Flooring, the Compass. the 
Pad, the Crosscut and the Tubular frame Saw~—how pins and sockets are 
marked out, how a saw is properly maintained and sharpened. He tells us 
how side dressing is to be done and old saws are renovated. Illustrations are 
copious to give a practical knowledge to the beginner. It is explained how 
a smell coffee table can be made and how one can choose one’s Saw. 


This handguide should be in our basic school libraries and with the 
teachers working in our wood-cutting or carpenters training institutes and 
centres, 

Encyclopaedia of Librarianship, edited by Thomas Landau. Bowes 
and Bowes. 1958, 344p. 63s. 


The book is designed as a quick reference work and follows a simple, 
alphabetic arrangement, with articles and entries ranging from a few words 
defirting a term to signed monographs on the more subjects. The many con- 
tributors are all experts in their particular subjects and the work should be 
valuable to all students of librarianship and bibliography. 
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Statistical Yearbook 1957, New York: United Nations (Statisical 
Office of the United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs). 
1957. 674p. $6.50 (Paper bound) and $8.00 (Cloth bound). (Sale Agents in 
India, Bombay: Orient Longmans Ltd.) 


This is the ninth issue of the United Nations Statistical Yearbook, 
prepared by the Statistical Office of the United Nations. In it the reader 
will find a wide range of statistics and for the first time in such a yearbook 
statistics for the U.S.S R. and all the Eastern European countries except 
Albania. It has 19! tables. Several of them are new. All the tables which 
figured in the Statistical Yea:book of 1956 have been included, with the 
exception of the tables on rolling stock and on wholesale prices of selected 
commodities A new chapter has been added—International Economic Aid 
—showing “‘grants and loans given to under—developed countries by individ- 
ual Governments and international Government agencies, the total aid 
received related to population and per capita gross national product. and 
the contributions of Governments to international technical assistance, relief 
and lending agencies”, Three other new tables are on ocean frieght rates, 
discount rates of central banks and books: translations. The table on Social 
Security Schemes—receipts and expenditures which were omitted from the 
last issue of the Yearbook, has now been reinstated, say the authors. A 
number of standing tables have been modified, 


The Yearbooks opens with the chapter on population, It has tables 
of general interest, based on the corresponding tables appearing in the United 
Nations Demographic Yearbook. The information received by the authors 
up to the end of November 1957 has been included. The statistics cover the 
area, density, population by sex and rate of population increase for each 
country and territory of the world and for the world by continents and 
regions: latest census and midyear estimates for 1953 and 1956, birth and 
death rates, infant mortality rates, manpower (economically active popula- 
tion), hours worked and unemployment (registered). 


The second chapter is on Agricultural production—wheat, rye,maize, 
barley, oats, rice, groundnuts, cottonseed, linseed, soyabeans, palm oil, 
potatoes, coffee, tea, tobacco, etc. There are data on livestock population, 
production of wool, milk, forestry, natural rubber‘ fishing and whalling. 


The next chapter is devoted to industrial production, followed by 
chapters on construction, electricity and gas, consumption, transport, com- 
munication, interval and external trade, balance of payments, international 
economic aid, wages and prices, national income, finance, social statistics, 
education and culture. 


The tables enable the reader to have a comparative study of each 
country with the help of very reliable statistics. India, for instance, can 
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favourably compare with many European countries in agricultural and 
industrial production and leads a number of countries in Asia and Africa. 
The data givenin the Yearbook are very helpful indeed in reaching 
conclusions. 


Stupendous labour has been spent on the production of this Year- 
book. The task of the authors was not easy. Statistics are not easily 
available. Reliable sources are few. But still the authors have produced a 
volume which is indispensable. Students of Economics and Agriculture, 
Sociology, traders and bankers and many others will find in the Yearbook 
invaluable information—a mine indeed—books on the subject generally lack, 
The data have been presented in a remarkable manner, 


Cosmic Symphony, by Henry R. Vanderlyll. New York: 
Philosophical Library. 1958. 54p. $2.75. 


The author uses poetry as a vehicle of expression to share with us 
his spiritual experience derived from “the mysterious Cosmic Tempie”’— 
contemplation of the scientifically revealed universe. As a Skeptic, a Scientist 
and a philosopher he feels that it is his duty ‘‘to blend harmoniously the 
different principal views of men into an all—embracing view” and produce 
“Cosmic Symphony”. In this attempt he has greatly succeeded, 


The scene is laid in the philosopher’s library where three man—a 
Skeptic, a Scientist and a Philosopher—discuss the Biblical stories of creation 
and the fall of Man. The philosopher takes the leading part and presents 
his composed abridged version of the stories in question. He tells his com- 
panions how Adam and Eve were born, obeyed God’s “decree” and helped 
in the creation of the human race which “walked in vanity and swelled with 
greed’’, and ‘ thought themselves the measures of all things’. The repenter 
again turns to God for help and He comes to his rescue, 


Here the discussion begins with the Skeptic and the Scientist and 
it rolls on, each mentioning his achievements and misgivings, each trying to 
correct the follies of the other. Half-conversion of the Skeptic takes place 
and afterwards he and the Scientist perceive the ‘“‘truth” in their own way. 
The truth comes the philosopher says, bv following the saying: ‘The proper 
study for mankind is man”, ‘‘build on your facts on stark reality” and ‘‘seek 
the sky whose bright light reveals deep truths, whose susface evidence 
conceals ’, 


The reader goes through an animated discussion and moves with 
the three participants, slowly enriching his mind. The book is worth studying. 


Yearbook of International Trade Statistics 1956: Volumes 1 and 
2. New York: United Nations (Statistical Office of the United Nations, 
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Department of Economic and Social Affairs.) 1957. 629p. $7.00. (Sale Agents 
in India: Orient Longmans Ltd., Bombay). 


This is the Seventh issue of the United Nations Yearbook of Inter- 
national Trade Statistics. It has two volumes. The first gives “detailed 
trade data for individual countries and basic summary tables showing inter 
alia the contribution of the trade of each country to the trade of its region 
and of the world, analysing the flow of trade between countries and describ- 
ing the fluctuations of the prices at which goods moved internationally”. 
The second volume is meant for those who are interested in the “broader 
econs mic aspects of external trade”. For about 93 percent of world trade, 
the authors say, it presents summaries based on data beyond the scope of 
the first volume. ‘'Trade is analysed simultaneously by countries of prove- 
nance, by countries of distination and by seven large commodity classes. 


The first volume gives detailed annual statistics for 115 countries 
and about 98 p.c. of world trade. For 76 of these countries, the authors say, 
the analysis by commodity of imports endorsees made according to the 
standard International Trade Classification. 


The general statements cover customs area of the country, system 
of trade, valuation, merchandise, conversion factor, analyses of trade by 
commodity and country, national quantum and unit value index numbers, 
trade statistics of the ceutially planned « conomies and summary tables. 


In the analysis of world trade by regions and countries, imports and 
exports are given for the years 1937 to 1956. The general trade statistics 
cover imports and exports of merchandise and gold, conversion factors and 
index numbers, trade by principal commodities in weight and volume for 
the years 1938, 1948, 1954, 1955 and 1956. Special imports and national 
exports are mentioned...these are followed by statistics concerning trade by 
principal countries of production and last consignment—their general imports 
and exports for the years 1948, 953, 1954, 1955 and 1956...Exhaustive data 
are available for each country and an imposing picture given of trade by 
principal commodities. 


In the second volume the general statements pertain to world trade 
by regions and countries, world exports by provenance and destination, 
export quantum and unit value indices by regions, indices by commodity 
classes and provenance and destination of imports and exports according to 
sections of the Standard International trade Classification, 


While analysing world trade by regions and countries imports and 
exports are given for the years 1937 to 1956, World exports by provenance 
and destination are for the years 1953 to 1956 and the indices are by com- 
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modity classes — imports of food, beaverages, crude materials, inedible, 
mineral, fuels lubricants, animal and vegetable oils and fats, chemicals, 
machinery and transpert equipment and other manufacured goods, etc. 
These are followed by data on total trade—exports of the commodities 
mentioned above. 

The two volumes are a testimony to the great research work done 
by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. It is 
indeed a gigantic task which has been accomplished by the U, N. Statistical 
Office. Every student of Economics and scholar deeply interested in inter- 
national trade, businessmen and trader, will welcome these volumes. 


Library Herald—April 1958; Vol. 1. No.1. Delhi: Delhi Library 
Association. 

This is the first issue of the Library Herald, published by the Delhi 
Library Association. The principal articles are : 


*‘Document, documentation and standardization”, by S’ R. Ranga- 
nathan “Abbreviations for titles of periodicals in Indian languages”. by 
R.S. Goyal and S. N. Raghav. “Indian library literature—An exhibiton”’, 
by P.N. Kaula. “Indian library development”, by Sohan Singh. 
Library Herald will be published quarterly. Annual subscription in India 
Rs. 10.00. U K. 20sh. & USA $4 50. 








Third World Concference of English -Speaking Union 


A library of 149 volumes, all produced in Commonwealth countries 
and the U.S.A. and likely to include nine from India, is being assembled by 
the English-Speaking Union for its world conference to be held in Ottawa, 
Canada, from October 26 to 31. 


Prinee Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, who is the president of the 
English-Speaking Union of the Commonwealth, will pay a three-day visit to 
Ottawa ar.d preside at a number of functions. The library, a new feature of 
the conference, wiil contain books produced, where possible, in the land they 
represent — ‘‘the kind of book to send a friend who knows little or nothing 
about the country concerned”. 


The English.Speaking Union, which has a branch in India, isa 
world-wide organization which aims at promoting understanding between the 
peoples of the Commonwealth and those of the United States. At this its 3rd. 
world conference, points for discussicn will include extension of educational 
fellowships and scholarships; youth exchanges; and travel grants for specially 
selected men and women in various fields of business and the professions. 


The Duke of Edinburgh is to preside at a symposium when the 
subject of the speeches will be ‘ The contribution of English-speaking peoples 
in a changing world”. Others present from Britain will include Lord Baillieu, 
the Union’s Ccmmonwealth chairman, and Field-Marshal Ear) Alexander of 
Tunis. The delegates will be welcomed by Canada’s Prime Minister, 
Mr, John Diefenbaker. 
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A Search for man’s sanity: the selected letters of Trigant Burrow: Prepared 
by the Editorial Committee of the Lifwynn Foundation. New York: 
Oxford University Press. 1958. 615p. $8.75. 


American Panorama: Essays by fifteen American critics on 350 books past 
and present which portray the U.S A. in its many aspects; edited by Eric 
Larrabee. Washington: New York University Press. 1957. 436p. $4.95. 


Basic Bookbinding, by A. W. Lewis. New York: Dover Publications, Inc. 
1957. 144p. $1.35. 


Be a Librarian: a Guide to careers in modern librarianship, by Clifford Currie. 
London: Crosby Lockwood & Son Ltd. 1958. 107p. 12s. 6d. net. 


Bharat-Shilap (Adi Parv) (History of Indian Sculpture) (in Hindi), by 
Bimalkumar Datta, Librarian, Visva—Bharati, Santiniketan. Allahabad: 
Indian Press (Publications) Private Ltd., 1957. 102p. (21 plates). Rs. 4 00. 


Bibliography on the utilisation of waste products: compiled and issued 
jointly by the Pakistan National Scientific and Technical Documentatin 
Centre & the Pakistan Association for the Advancement of Science.(Lahore: 
Tenth Pakistan Science Conference, 1958, 27p.) 


British Broadcasting: A bibliography. London: The British Broadcasting 
Corporation. 1958. 49p. 5sh. 


Diving instruction, by N.W. Sarsfield (in collaboration with the Amateur 
Swimming Association Diving Committee), Yorkshire: Educational Pro- 
ductions Ltd., 1957. 158p. 10s. 6d. 


Emma, by Jane Austen. Bombay: Jaico Publishing House, 1958. 374p. 
Rs. 3.00. net, 


‘Five Years’ Work in Librarianship 1951—1955: Edited for the Library 
Association, by P. H. Sewell. London: The Library Associatian, 1958. 418p. 
60sh- (45sh. to Memters) plus Is. postage. 


From whence came you? A tale of the early beginning of Free Masonry, 
by Marton Deutsch New York: Philosophical Library, 1958. 248p. $4 75. 
History of the Book, by Svend Dahl. (Pirst English Edition). New York: The 

Scarecrow Press, Inc. 1958. 279p. $6 00. 


Letters to my God, by Dagobert D. Runes. New York: Philosophical Library. 
1958. 58p. $2.00. 


Mahatma Gandhi: Essays and Reflections on his life and work presented to 
him on his Seventieth Birthday, October 2nd, 1939; Edited by 
S.Radhakrishnan. Bombay: Jaico Publishing House.1956.426p, Rs.3 00. net. 


Poems, by Faiz. Ahmad Faiz Selected and trnnslated by V. G. Kiernan. 
New Delhi: People’s Publishing House (Private) Ltd,, 1958. 85p Rs. 6 00. 


Ramana Maharshi and the path of Self-knowledge, by Arthur Osborne. 
Bombay: Jaico Publishing House, 1957. 218p. Rs. 2.50. net. 


Record Houses of 1958: Reprinted from Mid-May issue of Architectural 
Record (Vol 123 _No 6). New York: F.W, Dodge Corporation.1953 226p.$2,95, 
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Rock Climbing, by C. M. Dixon Yorkshire: Educational Productions Ltd. 
1958, 48p. 2s. 6d. net (Know the Game Series). 





red Switzerland, by Derek Meakin. London: E¢ucational Produetions Ltd. 1958. 
tk: 35p. (Europe in Colour Series) 

_ Teaching Abroad. Paris: Unesco. 1958. 146p. 5s. (No. 10). 

‘ric | The Book of God, by Baruch Spinoza. New York: Philosophical Library. 


| 1958 121p. $3 00. 
| The Credo of Maimonides: A synthesis, by Carol Klein. New York: Philoso- 
nc. | phical Library. 1958. 143p. $3.75. 


| The Philosophy of Humanism, by Corliss Lamont. New York: Philosophical ‘ 
Library. 1957. 243p. $2.75. | 


b The Political Economy of growth, by Paul A. Baran. New Delhi: People’s 

be Publishing House (Private) Ltd. 1958. 341p. Rs. 15.00. - 

0. } The Procession, by Khalil Gibran; edited, translated, and with a biographical 
ed | sketch by George Kheirallah. New York: Philosophical Library. 1958. 74p. 
: $2.75. 
tin 


The Two Dianas, by Alexander Dumas. Bombay: Jaico Publishing House. 
1957. 276p. Rs. 2.50. net. 





ng Tom Brown’s Schooldays, by Thomas Hughes. Bombay: Jaico Publishing 4 
House. 1958. 247p. Rs. 2.50. net. @ 
ur Westminister Abbey. London: Educational Productions Ltd, 1957. 3i1p. 
o- (Beautiful Britain Series) 
| Where Angeles sell egs and other stories, by N.S, Phadke. Bombay: Jaico 
|p. Publishing House. 1957, 255p. Rs, 2,00. net. 
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, i World Famous Titles For Your Library . 
1e $8 Mahatma Gandhi: Essays & Reflections on his life and work, Ye 
rc Edited by S. Radhakrishnan. Rs, 3.00. net. % 
y. sg Ramana Maharshi and the Path of Self-Knowledge vf 
' Arthur Osborne; Foreword by Dr. $. Radhakrishnan. Rs, 2.5v, 
ie We 
to Ag Emma, Jane Austen. Rs. 3.00. net. + 
+f 3 Where Angels Sell Eggs and Other Stories, N.S. Phadke, Rs. 2.00. es 
a && The Two Dianas, Alxendre Dumas. Rs. 2.50. net. wt 
” 8 Tom Brown’s School-Days. Thomas Hughes. Rs. 2.50, net. Ss 
"4 
. | JAICO PUBLISHING HOUSE . 
md 25, Mahatma Gandhi Road, Bombay 1. 


SES 


3, | SESALESZESSAAEZAESS:SASESESSESS 


Please mention !NDIAN LIBRARIAN when writing to Advertisers 


JUNE 1958 41 















GERERANRBBNGENE-GENBCLSSBZENTRGRS [SS 
Professional Literature you should { 
Know About 


Serial Publications; Their place and Treatment in Libraries. 
Andrew D. Osborn. 334p. $6.00. A.L.A, 


A comprehensive treatment-—theoretical and practical—of all phases 
of serials work, its organisation aud administration. Considers in detail 
selection, acquisition, checking, cataloguing, housing, servicing, binding, 
abstracting, indexing, reprints and microreproduction. Bibliography. 





Social Functions of Libraries, B. Landheer. 287p. 1957. $6.00. 
The Scarecrow Press. 


The importance of libraries as “‘social” institutions is well recognised. 
Their development depends upon the social functions of books and reading, 
and upon individual social needs. 


In SOCIAL FUNCTIONS OF LIBRARIES, the autoer traces the 
ty pos of societies and types of reading in historical and cnrrent perspective. 
The needs of the individual are also carefully considered, for, to quote 
Dr. Landheer in this connection: 


ee 
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“In everything that has to do with books and reading, one observation stands 
out above all others: It*is the uniqueness of the individual mind which 
furnishes the motive for writing as well as reading ” 


Five Years’ Work in Librarianship 1951—1955; Edited by 
P. H. Sewell, F.L A. 1958. viii, 418pp. 60s. (45s. to membeis) Post Is. The 
Library Association. { 


A survey of the major trends, developments and publications in 4 
librarianship at home and atroad. National, goveinment, univcrsity public 
and special libraries are c. vered, and ali aspects of library work are dealt 
with, including professional education, book production and documentary 
reproduction. 





Prolegomena to Library Classification. S.R. Ranganathan. Second 
edition 1957. 487pp. 45s. (33s, to members). Post 6d. The Library 
Association. 


The original edition of this work, published twenty years ago, was 
an outstanding contribution to library classification and has had considerable BN 
influence on library thought and practice. The second edition has been * 
largely revised and partly rewritten by the author. & 
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